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ABSTRACT 

   

Azzahra, Fatimah. 2025. Verbal and Non-verbal Signs at Posters of Romance 

Movies on Netflix. A Thesis. English Education Study Program of  

Educational Sciences and Teacher’s Training Faculty Universitas 

Peradaban. Yuniar Fatmasari, S.S., M.A.  

   

Keywords: verbal signs, nonverbal signs, romance movie posters, denotative 

meaning, connotative meaning, Netflix   

   

This study deals with the analysis of verbal and non-verbal signs in romance movie 

posters available on Netflix. The aim is to identify the verbal and non-verbal signs 

and to interpret denotative and connotative meanings based on Roland Barthes’ 

semiotic theory. The descriptive qualitative method is used in this study. The source 

of data is taken from four posters of romance movies on Netflix: All the Bright 

Places (2020), Malcolm and Marie (2021), Lady Chatterley’s Lover (2022), and 

Love at the First Sight (2023). The writer collects and selects relevant data based 

on the popularity of romance movie posters on Netflix, then identifies and classifies 

the signs and interprets their meaning. The finding shows there is a total of  47 

verbal and nonverbal signs: All the Bright Places (2020) contained 7 verbal signs 

and 4 non-verbal signs, Malcolm and Mare (2021) contained 6 verbal and 4 

nonverbal signs, Lady Chatterley’s Lover (2022) contained 6 verbal and 6 

nonverbal signs, and Love at First Sight (2023) contained 9 verbal and 5 non-verbal 

signs. The writer concludes that verbal signs are more dominant than non-verbal 

signs, which are found in these posters. Each sign has particular meanings 

denotatively and connotatively.  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



iv 

 

ACKHNOWLEDGMENT 

   

First of all, the writer would like to thank Allah SWT, who has given 

guidance, mercy, and his blessing, so that the writer can finish writing the thesis. 

The second gratefulness is delivered to Prophet Muhammad SAW, who has 

brought us from the darkness into the bright world that is full of knowledge.   

In this occasion, the writer would like to thank deeply to:   

1. Dr. Muh. Kadarisman, S.H., M.Si, the Rector of Universitas Peradaban.   

2. Eka Farida Fasha, S.Si, M.Pd, the Dean of Education Sciences and Teachers’ 

Training Faculty.   

3. Akhmad Nurkholis, S.S., M.Pd., the head of English Eduation Study Program.  

4. Yuniar Fatmasari, S.S., M.A., the writer’s advisor, who has guided the writer 

with her kindness and give the writer good motivation and inspiration, absolutely 

encourages the writer to do better.   

5. All of the lecturers of Universitas Peradaban.   

6. The writer’s parents, brothers, and all of friends who support and pray for the 

writer to finish the thesis.   

7. All of the writer’s friends in English Education Program 2021 who cannot be 

mentioned one by one, thank you for sharing knowledge, helping, friendship, 

and kindness during spending time in campus.   

8. For those the writer cannot mention the name, whether directly or indirectly, 

helping the writer finish the thesis.



v 

 

 

9. This thesis can be completed because of the guidance, encouragement, and 

advice from the people around the writer. The writer believes that believes 

that this thesis still has many shortcomings, therefore the writer welcomes 

criticis and suggestions to improve writing to be even better. The writer hopes 

that this thesis can be useful for everyone, especially students of the 

Universitas Peradaban.  

 

Bumiayu, September 14th 2025  

  The Writer   

 

 

 
 

FATIMAH AZZAHRA  

  40121003  

 

 

 

 

 

 



vi 

 

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS  

TITLE PAGE ...........................................................................................................i  

APPROVAL ............................................................................................................ii 

STATEMENT ........................................................................................................iii 

MOTTO ..................................................................................................................iv 

DEDICATION ........................................................................................................v 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT.........................................................................................vi 

ABSTRACT .........................................................................................................viii 

TABLE OF CONTENTS ........................................................................................ix 

LIST OF TABLES ..................................................................................................x  

LIST OF FIGURES ...............................................................................................xi 

LIST OF APPENDICES .......................................................................................xii  

CHAPTER I. INTRODUCTION ............................................................................ 1  

A. Background of the Study .................................................................1 

B. Research Questions..........................................................................5 

C. Definition of the Key Terms ............................................................5 

D. Objectives of the Study ....................................................................8 

E. Significances of the Study ................................................................8 

F. Organization of the Thesis ...............................................................9 

CHAPTER II. REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE .................................... 10  

A. Theoretical Study ..........................................................................10 

B. Previous Studies ............................................................................16 

C. Theoretical Framework.................................................................29



vii 

 

 

 CHAPTER III. METHOD OF INVESTIGATION ...............................................31 

A. Research Design ............................................................................31 

B. The Source of Data .........................................................................32 

C. Technique of Data Collection ........................................................32 

D. Technique of Data Analysis ...........................................................34 

CHAPTER IV. FINDINGS AND INTERPRETATION ......................................35  

A. Findings ........................................................................................35 

B. Interpretation ................................................................................63 

CHAPTER V. CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTIONS ....................................... 65  

A. Conclusion .....................................................................................65 

B. Suggestions ....................................................................................66 

BIBLIOGRAPHY ................................................................................................67



viii 

 

 

LIST OF TABLES 

   

Table. 1 Verbal and Nonverbal Signs in All the Bright Places (2020) Movie Poster,  

36  

Table. 2 Verbal and Non Verbal Signs in Malcolm and Marie (2021) Movie Poster, 

43  

Table. 3 Verbal and Nonverbal Signs in Lady Chatterley’s Lover (2022) Movie 

Poster, 50  

Table. 4 Verbal and Nonverbal Signs in Love at First Sight (2023) Movie Poster, 

56



ix 

 

 LIST OF FIGURES 

   

Figure. 1. Saussure’s Dyadic Model of Semiotic Theory, 11 

Figure. 2. The Saussure's Concept and Sound Pattern, 11 

Figure. 3. Theoretical Framework, 29 



x 

 

LIST OF APPENDICES   

   

Appendix. 1. Research Schedule   

Appendix. 2. Research Data   

Appendix. 3. Table of Verbal Signs   

Appendix. 4. Table of Non-verbal Signs   

Appendix. 5. Glossary   

Appendix. 6. Curriculum Vitae of the Writer   

 

 


