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Penelitian ini dilatarbelakangi oleh kesulitan siswa sekolah dasar dalam memahami konsep pecahan sederhana yang bersifat abstrak, sehingga diperlukan media konkret yang dapat membantu siswa membangun pemahaman konseptual. Tujuan penelitian ini adalah mendeskripsikan proses penggunaan media manipulatif berbasis material dalam pembelajaran Matematika pada siswa kelas III SD Negeri Taraban 02 serta mengidentifikasi faktor pendukung dan penghambatnya. Jenis penelitian ini adalah kualitatif dengan pendekatan fenomenologi dan metode deskriptif. Subjek penelitian ditentukan melalui teknik purposive sampling, meliputi guru kelas III, enam siswa dengan karakteristik berbeda, kepala sekolah, dan empat orang tua. Data dikumpulkan melalui observasi, wawancara mendalam, dan dokumentasi, sedangkan keabsahan data diuji menggunakan triangulasi teknik. Hasil penelitian menunjukkan bahwa penggunaan media manipulatif, khususnya balok pecahan, mampu memfasilitasi siswa memahami pecahan sederhana secara konkret dan menyenangkan. Mayoritas siswa dapat menyatakan ulang konsep, mengklasifikasikan objek pecahan, serta memberikan contoh sesuai indikator pemahaman. Analisis data mengungkapkan tiga kategori pemahaman, yaitu: (1) belum baik, masih kesulitan membedakan pecahan; (2) cukup, terbantu media tetapi penjelasan masih terbatas; dan (3) baik, mampu menjelaskan konsep dengan maupun tanpa media. Faktor pendukung meliputi kesiapan guru, keterlibatan siswa, dukungan sekolah, serta partisipasi orang tua. Faktor penghambat mencakup keterbatasan media, keterbatasan waktu pembelajaran, dan perbedaan pemahaman orang tua mengenai pentingnya media manipulatif.
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This research was motivated by the difficulties faced by elementary school students in understanding the abstract concept of simple fractions, which required concrete media to support conceptual comprehension. The purpose of this study was to (1) describe the process of using material-based manipulative media in mathematics learning for third grade students at SD Negeri Taraban 02, and (2) identify supporting and inhibiting factors that influenced students’ conceptual understanding. This study employed a qualitative approach with a phenomenological perspective and a descriptive method. The research subjects were selected through purposive sampling, involving the third-grade teacher, six students with different characteristics, the principal, and four parents. Data were collected through participatory observation, in-depth interviews, and documentation. The validity of the data was tested using technique triangulation. The findings revealed that manipulative media, particularly fraction blocks, facilitated students’ understanding of simple fractions in a concrete and enjoyable way. Most students were able to restate concepts, classify fractional objects, and provide examples according to the indicators of understanding. Data analysis indicated three categories of understanding: (1) poor, characterized by difficulties in distinguishing fractions; (2) fair, supported by the media but with limited logical explanations; and (3) good, demonstrated by the ability to explain concepts with or without the media. Supporting factors included teacher preparedness, student engagement, school support, and parental involvement, while inhibiting factors comprised limited media, restricted instructional time, and differences in parents’ understanding of the importance of manipulative media.



