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Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk mendeskripsikan kesulitan membaca dan menulis yang dialami siswa kelas I di sekolah dasar di Kecamatan Gumelar, serta mengidentifikasi faktor-faktor yang mempengaruhi kemampuan tersebut. Pendekatan yang digunakan adalah kualitatif deskriptif dengan pengumpulan data melalui observasi, wawancara, dan dokumentasi. Subjek penelitian meliputi siswa kelas I, guru, dan orang tua siswa. Hasil penelitian menunjukkan bahwa siswa mengalami kesulitan dalam mengenali huruf yang mirip, mengidentifikasi huruf dalam kata, membaca suku kata, kata, dan kalimat sederhana. Kesulitan menulis terlihat pada ukuran dan bentuk huruf yang tidak seimbang, huruf tertinggal atau salah tulis, tulisan lambat, penulisan tanpa spasi, dan tulisan yang sulit dibaca. Faktor yang mempengaruhi rendahnya kemampuan membaca dan menulis antara lain kurangnya kesiapan siswa saat memasuki sekolah dasar, perbedaan kemampuan dasar antar siswa, dan minimnya bantuan belajar dari orang tua. Penelitian ini diharapkan memberikan gambaran nyata mengenai kesulitan membaca dan menulis siswa kelas rendah serta menjadi dasar bagi guru dan sekolah dalam merancang strategi pembelajaran yang sesuai dengan kebutuhan siswa.
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This research aimed to describe the reading and writing difficulties experienced by first grade students in elementary schools in Gumelar District, as well as to identify the factors that influenced these abilities. The study employed a descriptive qualitative approach with data collected through observation, interviews, and documentation. The research subjects included first grade students, teachers, and parents. The results showed that students experienced difficulties in recognizing similar letters, identifying letters in words, and reading syllables, words, and simple sentences. Writing difficulties were found in the form of disproportionate letter size and shape, omitted or misspelled letters, slow writing, writing without spaces, and illegible handwriting. The factors that affected the low ability in reading and writing included students’ lack of readiness when entering elementary school, differences in basic abilities among students, and limited learning support from parents. This research was expected to provide a clear picture of the reading and writing difficulties of lower grade students and to serve as a basis for teachers and schools in designing learning strategies according to students’ needs.
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